Foreigner surrogacy ban: ‘Our
embryos are trapped in India’

Couples plead for
them to be returned
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NEW DELHI ff Hundreds of for-
eign couples hoping for chil-
dren are desperately trying to
have their embryos returned
from India after the country
banned commercial surmmogacy.

“Our embryos are trapped in
India,” zaid Briana Benn-Miran-
di, whowith her husband Dan-
iel Mirandiwas forced torerum
to the US when the ban came
into effect.

*The whole situation shat-
tered my family, including our
parents.

“Ag for our em bryos, it could
very easily be destroyed and they
know there is nothingwhatso-
everwe can doaboutit.”

The couple paid US310,000,
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orDh36,700, to create the em-
bryos in India to be implanted
in a surrogate mother. Butin Oc-
tober lastyear, the government
banned surmogacy for foreigners.

Couples around the world had
rned to women in India who
would carry the embryos fordes-
perately needed cash at highly

competitive prices. Now foreign-
erswith embeyos stored in fertil-
isation centresare keenlywatc h-
ing the result of a case in the
Bombay High Court,inwhich an
American couple are seeking to
have theirembryos rerumed.
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