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Unmarried pregnancies still on the rise

Sept.. 19: Doctors across
the city are of the opinion
that while Medical Termina-
ton of P:tgnanmc;rh lawah;md
CTRETEENCY ] ave
ensured that number of
deliveries among unwed
muothess has come down, the
nomber of incidents of
onwed Women getung pred-
nant haso’t decreased. Inci-
dentally, there had been a
three-day K. Tank Memo-
rial Conference on various
gynaecology issues in Powai
I.h.m weekend.

ed o a few years
back, llu:m have been fowes
del:!.'encs among un
mothess. but this does not
Toean Wi upsafe sex 1son a
decling. Unwed girls are still
getting pregnant and fermi-
nate their pregnancy legally.
There are still guite a num-
her of women who miss the

20-week deadline for legal
termination of pregnancy
and end uwp delivering the
child. Hbwever, the number
of =uch cases i5 Compara-
tively lesser than what it was
five years ago.” said Dr
Rekha Davar, head of the
gynaccology depariment at

JJ Hospital.
I}r Y.5. Nandanwar, head
aecology depari-

ion Hospital, said,
“Wr: wo-n *{ deny that there

are many onwed mothers
who visit us from all strata

of the society. There is no

fixed perefcrence amoag
them, hoth medical and sur-
gical methods of termina-
ton of pr is scen,
Only an advanced Jevel of
awarcness can belp bring
this number down.”
Although there are hospi-
tal records of MTPe, there
are none pertaining to abor-
tions in case of unwed moth-
ers. Dr Drorue 3hah, chairmian

of Gynacworld, said thar she
on an average in o week, she
would get at least 4 10 3

vases of anwed ant
women who wuﬁ1 visit her
private clinic in or before
their 20 weeks of pregnancy.
However, speaking of the
Iorwel Income Society, a doc-
tor from Wadia Hospital in
Parel =aid that there would
be at least one delivery of

unwed mothers in (wo
menths. The reason in an
increase of deliveries in the
lower strata of the society.
could be due to a lack of sex
education, state doctors.

In ocder to curh the om-
ber of wnwed deliveries,
some doctors even try to
couns¢l the parents to allow
the unwed couple to. get
married as soon as the doc-
tors find out that they cannot
allow abortion. Dr Rajash-
we Ratke, i head of
Cama Hospital. said, “If the
pregnancy  crosses 20
weeks, We have no ophon
but to give away the new-
born child o adogption cen-
tres thoough a legal pmct-—
dure, Howedcr, we miake 30
attempl Akt £od nceonsel
the parents of the couple,
and see if they :g;uw the
couple to get married (o save
the child's future, Some-
times, that has hean passible

D Anibal Faundes,
sar of the University uf
Campinas and chairperson
of Interpational Federation
of Gynaecology and Obstel-
rics smd, “il m:r 54 years of
4-311 i&}f that

lf is laga—
hsed. In S a scenaro,
girls who 'h\"nul to talk oot
problems 't feel any
hsrm in ing hospitals
and being ctnmEEI]ed on the
sensitive issue. In France
and Italy, after abortion was
eptirely Jegalised. thege was
an inifial rise in abortion for
a few years. However, 10
years down the Ying, the
ngmber of abortions have
halved a8 compared to what
it had been when abortion
wis a criminal offence.”
However, other  dociors
disagree as legalising shor-
tion until delivery woild
miean iing the baby with-
if1.



